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Beijing has been very cautious 
in its response, refraining from 

criticising Hamas while 
supporting the Palestinian 

cause. The US on its part has 
issued repeated warnings to 

Iran to refrain from supporting 
Hamas or Hezbollah from 

attacking US forces. Iran on its 
part has upped the ante and 

said that continued offensives 
against Gaza will face strong 

retaliation. Given its close ties 
vis-à-vis Tehran and its overall 
clout in the Middle East, Beijing 

can potentially play a role in 
reducing tensions. 
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